SOCKS

(c. March 1989 – February 20, 2009)


Socks was the pet cat of U.S. President Bill Clinton's family during his presidency. He then resided with former Clinton secretary Betty Currie and her husband. 

Socks was adopted by the Clintons in 1991 after he jumped into the arms of Chelsea Clinton while she was leaving the house of her piano teacher in Little Rock, Arkansas, where he was playing with his sibling, Midnight. Shortly after, a local family also adopted Midnight.
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When Bill Clinton became President, Socks moved with the family from the governor's mansion to the White House and became the principal pet of the First Family in Clinton's first term, though he was known to share his food and water with a stray tabby, dubbed Slippers. He was often taken to schools and hospitals. During the Clinton administration, children visiting the White House website would be guided by a cartoon version of Socks.
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Republican Representative Dan Burton once publicly questioned the use of White House staff, postage, and stationery to answer mail addressed to the cat. 

A cartoon book called Socks Goes to Washington: The Diary of America's First Cat, written by Michael O'Donoghue and Jean-Claude Suares, was published in 1993. 

Socks was a character in If..., Steve Bell's cartoon strip in The Guardian, where he was described as the "world's most powerful cat", and as "Chief of Staff for Fish".

On the April 1, 1994, edition of Larry King Live TV show, a Muppet version of Socks was a special guest interviewed by Kermit the Frog, who was guest hosting for Larry King at the time. 

In 1996, Socks appeared on a series of stamps in the Central African Republic with Bill Clinton.

He eventually lost the position of principal Clinton pet in 1997 when the Clintons acquired Buddy, a Labrador Retriever dog. At this point, some fans of Socks joked that he had been "voted out of office" of White House pet in favor of the more traditional dog.
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Socks found Buddy's intrusion intolerable; according to Hillary Clinton, Socks "despised Buddy from first sight, instantly and forever." Bill Clinton said, "I did better with ... the Palestinians and the Israelis than I've done with Socks and Buddy." 
When the Clintons left the White House in 2001, they took Buddy to their new home, but left Socks under the care of Bill Clinton's secretary, Betty Currie.

In December 2002, Socks was part of the Little Rock Christmas parade.

In October 2004, Socks made a then-rare public appearance when Currie was guest speaker at an Officers' Spouses Club luncheon at Andrews Air Force Base. Socks accompanied her and took part in a photo op.

In June 2008, Socks was still living with Currie and her husband in Hollywood, Maryland, about 80 miles from Washington, but had a thyroid condition, hair loss, weight loss, and kidney problems. In December 2008, Socks was reported to be in failing health, apparently suffering from cancer.

Socks was euthanized and cremated on February 20, 2009, at the Three Notch Veterinary Clinic in Hollywood, Maryland, after suffering cancer of the jaw. He would have turned 20 in spring 2009. 

Source: www.purr-n-fur.org.uk
