DEWEY READMORE BOOKS

(c. January 1988 – November 29, 2006)


Dewey Readmore Books was the resident cat at Spencer Public Library, Iowa, U.S.A.. He was put in the book return one cold January night in 1988. When the staff found him the next morning, they decided to adopt him. After the library's board of trustees and the city council approved, the kitten was declawed, neutered, and given the proper vaccinations. A contest was held to pick a name, and Dewey Readmore Books was officially added to the staff. 
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The staff cared for Dewey and donated their pop cans to feed the kitty. Patrons and friends from as far away as New York have donated money for Dewey's food. 
Dewey generated lots of publicity for the library. He was featured in the local paper, Country magazine, Cat Fancy magazine, on the Sioux City, Iowa, television stations, in books, and on postcards. He was a video star in a documentary about library cats. Of course, Dewey was already the star of the library. Many people came in just to see him. Dewey even had his own job description as a staff supervisor.

DEWEY'S JOB DESCRIPTION

· reducing stress for all humans who pay attention to him;

· sitting by the front door every morning at 9:00 am to greet the public as they enter the library;

· sampling all boxes that enter the library for security problems and comfort level;

· attending all meetings in the Round Room as official library ambassador;

· providing comic relief for staff and visitors whenever possible;

· climbing in book bags and briefcases while patrons are studying or trying to retrieve needed papers underneath him;

· generating free national and world-wide publicity for Spencer Public Library (this entails sitting still for photographs, smiling for the camera, and generally being cute);

· working toward status as world's most finicky cat by refusing all but the most expensive, delectable foods---and even turning up his nose at those most of the time!
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Dewey passed away on November 29, 2006 due to complications from a stomach tumor. He had become very frail because of hyperthyroid disease for which he was receiving medication. He died in the arms of the library director, Vicki Myron, and was cremated. His ashes are buried under the lawn in front of the library where a granite memorial marks the spot and commemorates his life. He had just celebrated his 19th birthday eleven days before he died. Although Dewey is gone, he will be remembered by thousands of people whom he cheered by simply being a loving presence in the library. Although they may get another library cat, Dewey will never be replaced. The library won't be the same without Dewey.

Source: www.spencerlibrary.com
